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NHPA Committees staffed and active 
Ben Webb, NHPA President 
 
It’s hard to believe we are already 3 months removed from the 2024 World Tour-
nament in Kennewick and things have been moving quickly on the council. In the 
past few months we’ve reassigned job duties, implemented new positions and be-
gan working towards new ideas to grow our membership and improve the experi-
ence of being an NHPA member. When I stepped into the role of 3rd Vice Presi-
dent, there were no standard operating procedures apart from a couple of pages 
about expense reports. I began developing these and they will be available very 
soon. These are very important to ensure we’re operating properly and progres-
sively.  
 
In the previous edition of the Newsline, I stated that the committee appointments 
would be announced by September 15th, this did not happen. It took longer than I had anticipated to fill out 
these committees, but these appointments have now been made and are in this edition of the Newsline. We 
will be working to make several updates to our website in the next couple of months to make this easier to 
navigate and give it a fresh look.  
 
A couple of weeks ago, I sent out an excel sheet to each charter president asking for each charter to update 
their charter contact information. So far, I’ve only received about 15 of these back. If you haven’t sent this in 
yet, please email it to me as soon as you can. Working directly with the charters will be very important to our 
success and membership growth in 2025. 
 
Speaking of membership, our 2024 membership has been finalized and we ended the year with 6,262 adult 
members, down from 6,632 adult members last year, following the trend of the last several years. We also 
had 18 less youth pitchers in 2024, for 421 total youth members. Eliminating 2020 and 2021 (spikes due to 
Covid), NHPA membership has decreased between 4% and 6% every year for the past 14 years, averaging 
roughly 5% year over year. I’ve attached the adult membership chart from 2010 to 2024, as you can see, we 
must stop this trend. We have been working on ideas to reverse this trend and begin to increase our member-
ship again.  
 
One thing we’ve looked at is non-renewals. I received a report with all the members that haven’t renewed 
since 2019, our promotions committee will begin reaching out to these members to evaluate why they didn’t 
renew and utilize that data to find ways to attract these lost pitchers back to the NHPA. From the reports I 
received, it appears that we are gaining many new members each year, as many as 1,000 in some years. The 
issue is that we’re having members not renew for various reasons at a faster rate, we’ll be working to stop 
this bleeding in 2025.   
 
This brings me to how we gain new members, we’ve been looking at this as well. In the coming months, 
we’ll begin to roll out new incentives and initiatives for new members and members who recruit members to 
join the NHPA. We realize that there are many, many backyard pitchers who simply don’t participate with 
the NHPA. We must find ways to attract these and other pitchers to the NHPA. We will begin to increase and 
highlight the benefits of NHPA membership extending well beyond the world tournament that we’ve focused 
on too heavily for far too long.  
 
Speaking of membership, I was very proud to announce our partnership with Grouper. Grouper has included 
an article in this Newsline and is ready to take your call to check your eligibility. We have had many eligible 
members contact Grouper already! Grouper is a program that pays individuals with a qualifying healthcare 
plan an annual and quarterly incentive just for being an NHPA member and pitching in NHPA tournaments. 
This is a great benefit to those members who qualify.  
            Continued on Page 4 



 

 

 
Ben Webb, NHPA President, continued 
 
Membership and Sponsorship are two things that go hand in hand, therefore we have appointed a new spon-
sorship committee and sponsorship director in Don Sorenson. We have been working diligently to update the 
very outdated and insufficient sponsorship model that has been floating around for several years. We intend-
ed to release this model much sooner, but it will be on the website in November. We had to check on a few 
manufacturing costs to get the pricing right. I’m very proud to announce that our sponsorship levels will be 
much more affordable and valuable to businesses and individuals who wish to sponsor the NHPA in some 
way in 2025. We will begin providing options for sponsorship as low as $100 and up with a wide range of 
options for those wishing to sponsor at different levels.  
 
Membership growth and Sponsorship will be very important to keep the NHPA moving forward financially 
in 2025, as we begin to make much needed upgrades to our World Tournament equipment and pursue further 
promotional efforts.  
 
Yet another thing we’re looking at is regional tournaments during the calendar year. This is something we 
could see as soon as 2026! We are looking at how this would be structured to not interfere with other major 
events in the country, while providing more major events for pitchers across the country.  
 
Before that though, NHPA members have long been asking for a double’s tournament at the world tourna-
ment. This would be difficult due to the time it takes for the singles event. However, we made the announce-
ment that this year would be the last for the National Sanctioned League Tournament, due to the low partici-
pation in recent years. We intend to provide a better alternative though, as we are looking to hold a World 
Doubles Championship event around the same date in 2025! We’ll announce more information about this in 
the January edition of the Newsline so stay tuned! 
 
Looking ahead to next summer, it brings us to the 2025 World Horseshoe Pitching Championships in Sandy, 
Utah, located just outside of Salt Lake City! The NHPA council is excited to have our marquee event in Utah 
and we’ve begun working on the planning of the tournament. We are hoping to see a much higher turnout 
this year in Utah and signups will be available before the end of 2024! 
 
As we enter the holiday shopping season, I’d like to remind everyone of our Amazon program as well. We 
have many apparel styles, tumblers, phone cases, tournament logs and many more products available. Head 
over to the official NHPA Amazon shopfront to pick up something for the horseshoe pitcher in your family 
this Christmas!  
 
I would like to wish everyone a very happy holiday season as we go into the Thanksgiving and Christmas 
season. As always, I encourage everyone to use this time of year to reflect on the positive things from the 
past year. As we spend time shopping for friends and family, and attending the holiday events that we all en-
joy, let’s take time to remember the reason for the Christmas holiday as our chaplain will dive into in this 
edition of the Newsline. I hope everyone has a safe and phenomenal holiday season and I look forward to 
continuing to progress our association, together. Merry Christmas everyone! 
 

            
Continued on Page 5 



 

 

 
Ben Webb, NHPA President, continued 
 
 
    

    

    



 

 

 

Prepare our hearts... 
Ken Heinritz, NHPA Chaplain  
 
Careful preparation for the big tournament is an important component in the 
repertoire of the serious horseshoe pitcher.  We gladly put in the extra time and 
effort necessary as we head into an event with the confidence needed to win.   
 
I’d like to take us down a different road, where another event is celebrated.  In 
fact, most households in America celebrate it.  Perhaps our focus is skewed a 
bit and the attention given does not have as high importance that it should have.  
And it’s not any old event, this is the biggest event ever known to man.  And it 
not only deserves our attention but requires preparation as well.  There ought to 
be continual excitement building within as the celebration of this day approaches.  This one monumental 
event took place 2000 years ago, when God entered human life.  Heaven came to earth.  That ought to get 
your attention.  That ought always to thrill you and amaze you.  A child, a special child like one we’ve never 
seen before or since.  And this one event of the birth of Jesus Christ was the biggest earth-shattering event in 
the history of the world.  It became the significant point of history.  And it was so obvious to the world that 
this was the high point that everything before it was B.C. (Before Christ) and everything after it was A.D. 
(Anno Domini, Latin for the year of our Lord).  The greatest event in the history of the world, is when God 
came to earth.  No doubt about it! 
 
And what an entrance it was!  But we would expect that if God came to earth.  It was a supernatural event 
that brought Jesus to earth.  An absolute miracle.  A young girl named Mary, who was a virgin had a child.  
Can you believe that?  And it happened just as was foretold by the prophet Isaiah said some 700 years earlier 
in Isaiah 7:14, “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign.  Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear 
a son and shall call his named Immanuel.”  Immanuel means ‘God with us’.  What a prophesy!  So, God 
foretold that He would give us a sign that Christ would be among us.  The sign that He came, would come in 
a supernatural way.  It would be through a virgin, a girl who never had relations with a man. He would come 
as a baby, born into the world.  Along with that, God sets an amazing light blazing through the dark night to 
shepherds, and an angel speaks to them and then a multitude of these supernatural beings appear to them.  
Again, this makes sense, God lighting up the sky when Christ was born and multitudes of angels appearing. 
 
So, in light of these thoughts, my challenge to fellow horseshoe pitchers across the U.S. is to celebrate this 
event with a renewed zeal.  Christmas is coming!  Why not prepare your heart in deep appreciation for this 
great God, who loves us so much that He sent His only Son to this earth and lived as a man.  But why?  Why 
did Jesus come to this earth? 
 
The most well-known verse in the Bible sums it up, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only be-
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”  John 3:16   
 
Merry Christmas everyone! 
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Seeking sponsors from our NHPA membership 
Austin Bailey, NHPA 1st Vice President  
 
Hello Everyone from Illinois!! I hope everyone is enjoying the start of fall even 
though here in Illinois it has not felt like fall and has felt more like the middle of 
summer. Trust me, I am not complaining about it. I am liking the unseasonable 
warm weather we are getting and it feels like we should still be in the heart of the 
horseshoe pitching season. I hope you all are able to get out and enjoy the last bit 
of nice weather if you are having it in your area as well. 
 
With that being said I am very excited about the upcoming horseshoe season and 
all of the potential that we have to get some new and exciting things going. If you 
don’t know by now, Ben switched my role to oversee the sponsorship committee 
and I am very excited to be doing this. Just to give you a little bit of background, I 
am a salesperson for my company J&J Gaming here in Illinois. We are a terminal Operator for slot machines 
here in Illinois and mostly any bar or restaurant you go to here in Illinois has video gaming. I am in the pro-
cess of seeing if I can get my company to be a sponsor for the NHPA. We are not just based in Illinois as we 
are expanding to several states. There are so many opportunities that we could get some sponsorship, and I 
am very confident that the new committee will make this happen. 
 
On another note, please also remember that I am overseeing grievances as well and if you have a situation 
that you would like to bring to me please feel free to email me and I will take a look at it. I hope that we nev-
er have any grievances and that we could have a problem free NHPA, but I know in some cases everyone 
needs a little guidance. I am more than happy to help in situations that come up.  
 
I hope that everyone will have a great winter pitching season in your indoor facilities around the country. We 
are down to only a couple buildings here in Illinois that we can pitch in. So those of you that have good in-
door facilities, please take advantage of them. Invite a new member to come play on a cold day with nothing 
else to do...heck even pay their entry fee. We need more people in our association and hopefully 2025 will be 
the start of getting our membership back up. Let’s make 2025 the best year in a long time for the NHPA. I 
am going to do what I can do here in Illinois to try and get our membership back up. 
 
See You on the Courts  - Austin Bailey 

 

 

SPONSORS NEEDED 



 

 

Welcome to our new Promotions Committee! 
By Lucy Strong, Promotions Director 
 
The 2024 promotions committee is off to a promising start. With a group full of 

excited members, the committee is comprised of people from all over the nation 

and Canada! 

 

Hailing from Ontario, Mike Marshall is a vibrant, young man who is expressing 

much interest in growing the NHPA and the young adult group of pitchers. He is 

a great representative for the NHPA as he communicates with mature profession-

alism that will be helpful in including our Canadian branch. Mike has been play-

ing horseshoes for 10 years. In 2014, he attended the World Tournament and won 

his class! Welcome to the team, Mike.  

 

Our southern belle from Louisiana is Sharla Fontenot. She brings a fun energy to the group and is always the 

first to offer input and help. Playing horseshoes for 14 years, Sharla has a love for the sport and values the 

many friendships made through the NHPA. Partnering with her son, Tanner, these two were the first mother 

and son duo to win the mixed Doubles Championships. Thanks for joining the committee, Sharla!  

 

Manuel Garcia is doing great work from New Mexico. Bringing big ideas to the table, Manuel is excited to 

grow the NHPA. In addition to 6 years with our association, Manuel has been New Mexico’s junior director 

and VP for 2 years and is now their president! His favorite tournaments are the Valley of the Sun, state tour-

naments, and world tournament. Happy to have you on the team, Manuel!  

 

 Possibly the most knowledgeable of us all, Debbie Scully is serving the promotions committee from Con-

necticut. Her experience comes from 100s of tournaments as tournament director, 15 years as Connecticut’s 

secretary, 20 years as New England’s secretary and 25 years as an NHPA member! During this time, she has 

recruited 40 new members. Thanks for growing the NHPA and keeping horseshoes alive year-round at your 

indoor facility! Welcome to the committee, Debbie.  

 

Brandy Morehead is joining the team from Michigan. She loves to run tournaments and go out jeeping! Very 

excited to have you on the committee, Brandy! 

 

Last, but definitely not least, Dalton is our head of command from California! In one year as the 2nd VP for 

Southern California, he increased membership by almost 25% and made major promotional deals such as dis-

playing ads in various California news websites. Thank you for guiding us!  

 

The promotions committee has held one meeting, but there are already many plans in the works. First, we 

will tackle the non-renewal list. Initially, we will sort through them to make sure the list is updated and accu-

rate. Next, we will reach out to every past member who did not renew. Lastly, an incentive will be put in 

place to get them back on the courts! Along with aiming for returning members, we will be doing what we 

can to bring in brand new members. Referral programs will be put in place to encourage your friends and 

family to pitch with you, while rewarding the current member. Be on the look-out for the referral program!  

 

While the committee is very excited for these plans, we are open to any ideas! So, please email me with any 

comments, concerns, and ideas.  
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Planning for the Future 

Dalton Rakestraw 2nd Vice President 

 
Wow, it has been such a quick turnaround time since taking over office in 
September. I am quickly adjusting to the new duties and the position has 
been so rewarding thus far. Lucy Strong has quickly taken over the Promo-
tions committee. Look for her article elsewhere in this issue of the Newsline. 
The publicity committee is directed by Michelle Foard, I can speak on that 
committee’s behalf. We have met over email thus far and have had a Zoom 
meeting to discuss what our focus point on publicity will be. Barry Webster 
has quickly taken the initiative to re-brand the NHPA with our new slogan 
going into the 2025 membership season of “Where friends become family.” 
Look for more photos and acquired interest posts from him in the future. The 
committee is also looking into publicity around Sandy UT for the world tour-
nament. We are currently working on our local clubs and how we can effec-
tively provide them tools for publicizing their clubs and courts. We have taken the initiative to provide fly-
ers and design them. As we are still in the beginning stages I can report more on this after the holidays.  
 
I quickly jumped into the position, and I skipped out on the first sports conference for the NHPA back in 
September. It was just too quick after taking over and I felt I wasn’t ready to attend and solicit bidders for 
our 2030, event. However, October 14-16, it was time for S.P.O.R.T.S.: The Relationship Conference, and 
I was ready to go. I was glad this was my first one and I sure learned many things. I was so happy to meet 
people and start the learning process. One might ask “why am I going to these events, we are secured until 
2030!” Well, it truly is necessary to build the connections and relationships now to have established rela-
tionships with destination cities in time for our bid deadline in 2028 for 2030. I met with so many people 
and made friendships. I am looking forward to the new process and so are the suppliers. It was comical, 
several destinations are interested but they stated things like “our new facility won’t be complete until 
2028.” When I mentioned we are booked until 2030, they were shocked and amazed. There are so many 
destination sites that want to bid and are hoping to. After this first event, I can report to you, that length of 
our world tournament is not an issue. Neither is hotel costs or parking fees. The problem lies with the ma-
jor thing, we require our venue space to be waived or paid for AND we must take in a $21,000 bid. This is 
a hinderance and problem when trying to solicit new suppliers for our event. They are skeptical of the risk 
and feel it’s too much. Some ask if they provide the venue space for free, can they eliminate the bid fee 
and vice-versa. However, sites like Monroe LA, Tri-Cities WA, and Wausau WI all see the benefit of their 
investment. So, there may be a point where we will be competing in the same venue spaces simply because 
the new suppliers aren’t willing to risk that funding and budget to our event. However, I feel there are 
many new suppliers still interested and ready to make an NHPA WT Commitment. Thank you, Stephanie, 
of S.P.O.R.T.S. for emailing me and getting things setup for me to attend. She is awesome and I hope to 
introduce her in the Newsline to everyone soon.  
 
I was graced to be asked to come to Wichita, KS early for the Pre-FAM tour of S.P.O.R.T.S. I want to per-
sonally thank Kyle Baldwin of Visit Wichita for the early arrival pickup and the meeting selection. I have 
been working with Kyle since taking over on a WT option in Wichita. I want to thank ALL of Visit Wichi-
ta for the amazing experience I received on this tour. Being able to see the site and join the other four se-
lected sports organizations arriving early was excellent. I enjoyed hanging out with Jessica V., Josh, and 
Jessica B. I look forward to working with them all as a potential for our event. Speaking more on the Pre-
FAM tour, the NHPA was selected as one of the four to 
come early. The others were: 
 
Pete Isais: USA Wrestling 
Jenipher Fisher: American Jump Rope Federation 
Matt Collins: USA Team Handball Continued on Page 11 
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Dalton Rakestraw 2nd Vice President...Continued 

 
It was awesome to get to know these people on a personal level. I asked questions and learned so much 
from each sport. I asked about insurance costs and Pete mentioned they pay almost $600k for insurance for 
their association. When I asked Jenipher about their membership, she stated there were only 435 people to 
compete at the Nationals and the entry fee is $600/division. So, if you enter singles, doubles, and teams 
that is $1800 and it’s paid by each player. So teams of 4, each pay $600 totaling $2400 for that team. Matt 
from USA Team Handball said the CEO of Verizon plays Team Handball and that is their sponsor. This is 
his only job, and it comes with benefits and travel. Just to put things into perspective on the comparison of 
NHPA to other sports around the world.  
 
I can’t forget to thank my partner in crime for the event Mr. Jim Newboles! He came to each appointment 
session and sat in on the events. He was able to make connections with several places around Kansas and 
even took over an appointments for me when I had to step out. It was great to have him around and help 
learn things with me. Look for great things to come from the Kansas charter. Thank you, Jim! You are now 
not the only friend I have in Kansas anymore, inside joke! HA! 
 
Closing this article I am going to start a new segment titled “Sports Connection.” It will feature sports that 
I had the privilege to meet executives and members from at these conferences. I believe I will try and get 
two per issue.  In this issue, it will feature Lasso Safe a company co-founded by Luis Hernandez. Luis is a 
6x National Figure Skating Champion and a World Competitor. His story will truly amaze you and what it 
took for him to overcome some serious life obstacles! This issue will also feature USA Catchball! I was 
privileged to meet Vered Lopez, President on USA Catchball. She will enlighten you on their sport and 
what all it entails. The purpose of these is to bring us together so show unity within the sports communi-
ties. This has great benefits to us as we can showcase us in their publications and in return, we can do the 
same for them! 
 
Until January, I wish everyone a Happy Thanksgiving, Happy Holidays, and Happy New Year! 
 
Best, 
Dalton Rakestraw 

Continued on Page 12 

Gobble ‘till 
you wobble 
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Note to editor and audience: I had the privilege of meeting Luis the first night of 
S.P.O.R.T.S: The Relationship Conference and turns out he was the guest speaker 
for the event. Along with that I found out he was from Southern California! Us be-
ing the only two from So. Cal we quickly became friends, and the rest has been his-
tory. I asked Luis if he wouldn’t mind sharing his story and his company with all of 
us in the NHPA. While we may not train as hard as some sports there is a lot of 
mental crossovers that could be encouraging to all of us. Even parents with children 
in other sports, this could potentially help you all as well. Without further or due, I 
left Luis to write...  
  
Meet Luis Hernandez and Lasso Safe!  
Introduction  

  
When I look back on my journey as a professional figure skater, I see a world 
filled with unforgettable moments of triumph alongside deep challenges that 
shaped the person I am today. From becoming a 6-time National Champion to rep-
resenting my country on the world stage, the rink was not only a place of passion 
but also a space where I learned hard lessons about what it means to be both an 
athlete and a human being. Through it all, I’ve come to understand that while tal-
ent and hard work are critical to success, the environment in which athletes train 
(and compete)—one that prioritizes their well-being and safety—is just as essen-
tial. This realization is what led me to co-found Lasso Safe, a platform designed to 

change the culture of sports by safeguarding athletes and ensuring that their mental, physical, and emotion-
al health remains at the forefront.  
 
Personal Journey 
My love for skating began when I was just 4 years old. The rink became my second home, and by the time 
I was 13, I made the decision to leave home to train at one of the nation’s top figure skating centers. I 
quickly rose through the ranks, and with that success came mounting pressure—not just from my coaches 
and organization but from my community, which expected me to deliver results.  
By the age of 17, the weight of these expectations had started to take a toll on me, both physically and 
mentally. I pushed my body beyond its limits, training harder and longer, but something was missing. I 
wasn’t being supported as a whole person; my mental health was deteriorating, and I felt lost. Then came 
the devastating news: I was diagnosed with career-ending injuries in both of my hips, 
and it seemed like my dream was over. I was told I would never perform 
again. Packing my bags, I sought answers. I wasn’t ready to let go of my passion, but 
I needed to find a new way forward. That’s when I crossed paths with Pamela Minix, 
my now co-founder. Pamela was working at a rehabilitation center for athletes in San 
Diego, CA, and while she didn’t make any promises, she offered me something even 
more valuable—hope. Together, we began a journey to restore my body holistical-
ly. It was a slow process, but little by little, I started to rebuild, not just physically but 
mentally as well. I unraveled the harmful aspects of my training environment and 
learned that I was more than just an athlete—I was a human being who deserved to 
be healthy, both inside and out. This new perspective didn’t just help me heal; it gave 
me the strength to return to the ice. In an unexpected turn of events, I found myself 
skating again, this time on my own terms. I no longer measured my worth by my re-
sults. With this newfound mindset, I went on to win 6 national titles and became a 4-
time World Team member. It was a gift I wish for every athlete—the ability to 
thrive, not just succeed.  
 
 

Continued on Page 13 
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Lasso Safe’s Mission and Vision 
At Lasso Safe, our mission is simple: to create a safer, healthier environ-
ment for athletes of all levels by prioritizing their well-being. We envision 
a world where athletes are not defined solely by their achievements but by 
their overall health and happiness. Lasso Safe aims to fill the gaps that 
currently exist in sports cultures by advocating for athlete safety in every 
aspect—mental, emotional, and physical. We work to provide resources, 
education, and tools that empower athletes, coaches, and sports organiza-
tions to prioritize wellness over pure performance. Through strategic part-
nerships, educational initiatives, and wellness evaluations, we’re building 
a framework that supports long-term success while preventing the types of 
burnout and injury that I, and so many others, have faced.  
 
At the heart of Lasso Safe is the belief that sports can be a place where individuals not only push their lim-
its but also feel secure and valued as people first. We are creating systems that advocate for open conversa-
tions around mental health, the adoption of holistic recovery techniques, and the importance of safe train-
ing environments. Our vision is to see these values embedded in sports programs around the world, ensur-
ing that athletes of all ages are given the care and respect they deserve.  
 
As I reflect on my journey—from a young skater chasing a dream to co-founding Lasso Safe—what stands 
out the most is the importance of treating athletes as whole individuals. My experiences taught me that 
success in sports shouldn’t come at the cost of one’s mental, physical, or emotional health. Lasso Safe was 
born out of a desire to ensure that no athlete has to face the challenges I did without the right support.  
 
Every athlete deserves a safe and nurturing environment where they can grow, compete, and thrive. I’m 
incredibly passionate about creating a future in sports where wellness is just as valued as winning, and 
through Lasso Safe, I believe we can make that vision a reality. Together, we can change the culture of 
sports and ensure that every athlete’s story is one of health, fulfillment, and true success.  
 
Today, Lasso Safe’s Sports Wellness platform provides ath-
letes with a voice and allows organizations to support the needs 
of athletes in their environment. Through our research-based 
platform, we provide a solution to elevate sports to a new level. 
Lasso Safe has worked with over 50 universities across the 
U.S. and is excited to collaborate with all members of the 
sports community, including sports organizations, community 
leagues, schools, governing bodies, and cities, provinces, or 
states.  
 
To learn more about what we are up to, please vis-
it: Lassosafe.com  
If you are interested in contributing to our ongoing growth and development, you can 
make a tax-deductible donation:  
 
Lassosafe.com/donate  
I hope that together we can contribute to the growth of our mission! It is with great ap-
preciation that I thank you for taking the time to learn a bit about my journey and Las-
so Safe. I look forward to continued conversations and ensuring that all athletes have a 
voice and are heard.  
 
With love,  
Luis  
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Ask the Rules Guy! 

Jerry LaBrosse, 3rd Vice President 

 
I first want to express my thanks to President Ben Webb and the Executive 
Council for placing their faith and trust in me to serve again on the NHPA Board 
as the 3rd Vice President. I will be assigned the Rules Committee, and also 
Equipment manager and World Tournament set-up coordinator. For those who 
are not aware, I served 3 terms as NHPA 5th VP previously with those same du-
ties, but my heart never left the board. I really didn’t have plans to serve as an 
officer again, but with all the unfortunate events that have happened, I felt the 
need to jump in and help. After handling the Rules Committee business for Aus-
tin Bailey this past year while he assumed the duties of the president, I realized 
that I wanted to serve in that position again. I will be fully retired in January and will be able to devote 
more quality time into these duties. 
 
Rules Committee Update 
 I would like to introduce the newest member of the Rules Committee...the Colorado “Double Ringer” Edi-
tor, Lee Stevenson. He owns Ted Allen horseshoes and is the Grand Nephew of Ted Allen. Lee has been 
an NHPA member since 1991 and has served our sport and it’s members in many capacities and has re-
ceived many well deserved awards and honors. He has a deep understanding of our membership and will 
be a fine addition to our committee. Welcome aboard Lee! 
 
The deadline for submitting rule and bylaws change proposals has been set to February 1st. Any proposals 
received after that date may not be included in this cycle and may have to wait a year. When submitting 
proposals, we have a simple procedure and format we recommend you follow: 
 
1. State the exact rule you want to change 
2. State the changed version of the rule 
3. State your reasoning 

 
I am willing to work with you to develop and submit your proposal the proper way...just reach out to me 
with any questions you may have. 
 
One more feature I am planning is something you’ve seen in other sports,  
 “ASK THE RULES GUY” 
Send me your situations and we will discuss the proper “call” and which rule applies. I will create some 
to set the pace. 
 
Lastly, I want to share a thought with you regarding changes to our rules. Before you make any pro-
posals, please make sure they are accomplishing something positive like clearing up something unde-
fined, or making something more efficient or easier, improving the sport and organization in some 
meaningful way. I do not subscribe to making change just for the sake of change.  AND, I have adopted 
a motto for our committee: (from Lee Stevenson) 

 
Change for change sake 
  deserves no double take 
Change to improve our sport, 
 deserves our full support 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Page 15 

 

Order your 2025 patches today 
Barb Carson, 4th Vice President 
 
Hello everyone.  Poof and here we are in Fall.  How did that happen?  Where has 
the summer gone.  I hope everyone had a great summer of 2024 season and pitched 
lots of ringers. For those of you that are lucky enough to have indoor courts, good 
luck with your upcoming tournaments. 
 
As we look forward to bigger and better things in 2025, we the council have been 
busy preparing for the new NHPA.    Ben indicated that job duties could be chang-
ing with the new council members.  Well, one of my duties is to be your new League Director.  I am so 
excited to do this and be a part of the league family.  Please send your League results and Patch Orders di-
rectly to me at Bcarson848@gmail.com.  I will also retain my Regional Director position. My mailing ad-
dress is:  

Barbara Carson 
7618 Willow Woods Dr. 
North Olmsted, OH 44070 
216-548-9337 

I would like to ask that you please consider volunteering to help with your future World Tournaments.  It 
will only enhance your experience, which promises to be a great opportunity.  Thank you so much for your 
consideration.  We appreciate each and every one of you. 
 
This years World Tournament will be in Salt Lake City, Utah and it promises to be a great one.  I hope 
everyone is planning on attending.  It is also a great opportunity to visit the beautiful National Parks in 
Utah.  What a great family vacation for all of you. 
 
Soon, the 2025 Patch Order Form will be available for both tournaments and leagues.  Thanks to everyone.  
You all make my job easier and I appreciate everything you do to make it run smooth.  If anyone needs 
2024 patches for the remainder 2 months, please email me.  Just as a reminder, the Tournament Sanction 
Certificates are no longer required.  Only Sanction Tournaments are in eShoe, therefore you no longer 
have to fill out a Certificate for each Tournament.  You will notice that we left the year on the patches for 
this year, 2025. Thank you to everyone that submitted your Charter Votes.  We heard your comments and 
the majority of the Charter Votes were to leave the year on them.  We will be discussing this topic again 
this year during the Charter President/RD and League Meeting at the 2025 World Tournament in Salt Lake 
City, Utah.  Please keep in mind the cost of the patches have increased significantly and how many patches 
are thrown away at the end of your season.  That is money that is being thrown away because you can’t use 
them for the next year.  Also, the year will remain on all State Tournament patches.  This would decrease 
the number of patches and the cost for the next year because if you have Class Champion patches left over, 
you can use them for the next year and your Patch Order will decrease.    
 
It's time to start thinking about 2025 tournaments and your 2025 Patch Order.  I will be sending the new 
form to you soon along with an updated RD Directory.   
 
I would like to welcome Jack Stenberg from New York to our RD family.  Jack is a great supporter and 
promoter of our sport and will be a great asset to our team.  I would also like to thank Frank Kwaitkowski 
for his hard work in New York.  Frank has decided to step down as the RD and will still be active as an 
Asst. RD to Jack.  You will be missed. 
 
RD’s, please remember that you are required to renew your NHPA membership before January, 1st , 2025.   
Thank you again to everyone for all of your hard work and dedication.  Good Luck and keep pitching those 
ringers.  Have a great Fall and Winter.  Enjoy your Thanksgiving with Family and Friends and Merry 
Christmas.  Please stay warm and be careful. See you soon.   

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Bcarson848@gmail.com
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Are you being plagued by phishing? 
Josh Olson-5th Vice President 
 
Hey, you’re a tech guy, right? Lol I hear that a lot especially when I am at horse-
shoe tournaments and out of town with family and friends. I do have a technical 
background actually and I currently work in the Information Technology field at a 
hospital in central Minnesota.  
 
Technology is part of everyone’s life whether we like it or not. From going grocery 
shopping to just sitting on the couch watching tv. Technology is in our homes and 
its evolving so fast that its very difficult to keep up with. Its crazy how AI 
(Artificial Intelligence) is becoming more and more a part of our lives with work 
and even just at home. I’m sure many of you reading this have an Alexa or google 
device that you can communicate with, “hey Alexa” or “ok google”, or “hey Siri” for you Apple fans lol 
(inside joke) lol.  It can be very helpful but also can be very scary to think what else tech companies and 
other people might be doing with that access. Which leads me to my topic for this latest Newsline issue.  
 
Phishing emails. Do you know what a phishing email is? Phishing emails are a form of cyber-attack that 
typically criminals disguise themselves as someone you might know or someone that is trustworthy to you. 
I would be willing to bet that those of you that are on your respected executive council with your home 
charter might even get some of these emails from your current president. For some it’s easy to identify these 
emails, but for others that might not have any idea what to look for...those are the ones the cyber criminals 
look to target and get access to their accounts. Always proceed with caution when you are replying to 
emails that have hyperlinks or that send you to some other website or displays inappropriate content. If the 
email sender doesn’t look familiar then don’t open the email, just delete it. If you open the email...that is ok 
but you will want to delete the email from your inbox and maybe give the person who was being targeted a 
heads-up. I’m old enough or maybe young enough to remember the days when we didn’t have cell phones 
like we do now, and email was really the only thing we accessed on a computer. Now, email is accessed 
24/7 at our fingertips with our phones, so it’s very easy for cyber criminals to target anyone that has email. 
I’m encouraging everyone to verify what is being sent to your email, and if it looks too good to be true, then 
it probably is. If you are expecting the email, you can always reach out to the person who sent it just to veri-
fy for peace of mind. Don’t be afraid to delete the email, the person can always re-send it if it was some-
thing legit.  
 
Enough talk about that stuff, I’m getting excited for the 2025 season that is just around the corner, here in 
Minnesota we have had our first Fall/Winter tournament in Becker, MN sounds like it was a fun day of 

pitching. I want to end with wishing everyone a happy Thanksgiving and a very Merry Christmas and Hap-
py New Year, cheers to 2025 and what it will bring us on and off the courts!  
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Discounts available? Sign up for WT today! 
By Brian Poole, NHPA Secretary/Treasurer 
 
Well we have all had time to return home from the World Tournament and get set-
tled back into a normal routine.  I hope you all had a chance to participate in your 
State Tournament or some local tournaments in your area.  Melanie and I just got 
back from participating in the Senior games in St. George and will be going to the 
Western Open November 8 & 9.  They are both a great time if you can plan to 
come and participate in the future. 
 
I want to thank everyone that has entrusted me to oversee the NHPA finances and 
correct errors that were in the Quick Book report.  I have just finished reconciling 
all accounts through September and will publish the Profit and Loss report for 
2024.  I am doing my best to oversee that our funds are used wisely. 
 
Just a reminder that as of October 1st, you can buy your 2025 NHPA membership.  Get with your member-
ship director or Secretary/Treasurer or go online at NHPA-eshoe.com to renew.  If you do go online make 
sure you go to your statistics page and click on the “Renew” link so you don't create a new membership. 
 
We have decided to make a change and start accepting World Tournament applications on December 1st!!!  
There is also an increase in entry fee the later you wait to enter.  We are hoping this will get members to 
make plans earlier to attend.  You will see the entry form attached in this Newsline. 
 
Just a reminder to all that your ringer percentage is based on your highest 3 tournaments in the last 12 
months or the last 10 tournaments, if  you have more than 10 in the last 12 months. 
 
I have sent out the 4th Quarter eShoe Invoice to all Charters.  Please make your invoice payment as soon as 
you can so we can close out 2024 in December 
 
I hope that you will renew your membership and donate a membership to a friend to get them in-
volved.  WE all need to work on building our membership back to where it was.  Thanks for all you do to 
promote and publicize horseshoes. 
 
Brian Poole 

2025 World Tournament Applications available 
December 1, 2024!!! 

 
Prepare to enter early for a savings on your 

World Tournament entry! 
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Sponsorship opportunities are available 
By Don Sorenson, Publicity Director 
 
Hello everyone in the NHPA family, my name is Donald Sorenson,  I am the 
Sponsorship Committee Director, I am asking anyone interested in joining my 
Committee to please reach out to me at (385) 456-1691 or you can email me 
at donaldsorenson71@gmail.com.  
 
 I would love the help and ideas you may offer on how we can increase the in-

terest and desire to sponsor our sport. We are currently putting together a pack-
age for as little as 100 dollars up to thousands, if so desired. We are not just out for the big companies. We 
feel that having the opportunity for smaller sponsors will overall increase the revenue for our sport, which 

in turn will get the word out about how exciting the future is. Please let me know if you would like to join 
my Committee,  I'd love to have positive motivated people on my team. 

 

How do we make them stay? 
By Aleena Lepak, Junior Director 
 
There is no question that families are busier than ever before. There are so many 
sports and events to sign kids up for and parents feel the endless go, go, go men-
tality. Parents are starting to limit what they allow their children to participate in 
and want to see their children in something that they will continue to enjoy. Af-
ter we introduce young pitchers to our sport, how do we encourage them to keep 
pitching?  
 

Be a role model. Kids want to be just like their parents or the adults in their 
lives. Be active and show kids that you enjoy our sport. Stay positive 
when talking about horseshoes, set goals and celebrate when you reach 
them. If you are yelling at judges, or throwing your hat after a loss, you 
are creating a negative environment. Set a good example by keeping your cool and being respectful 
to all officers, tournament directors, and other competitors.  

Praise effort. Be there for them and be involved. Recent studies have shown that today’s generation 
needs up to twenty affirmations in an 8-hour day. In today’s social media empire, people are most 
concerned about how many likes or hearts they can get. When working with our youth, we should be 
complimenting them on the things they are doing right, so they take the feedback to improve better.  

Encourage participation. Encourage kids to participate in competitive sports to learn about sportsman-
ship and respect. Show them what good sportsmanship is at every level and age. Play together! They 
want to play with you, just make it fun, not a competition when they are first learning. Kids learn so 
much just by watching you.  

Give them space to learn. It is okay for them to be awkward when they are first learning. They will 
make mistakes. Let them try a few times before you correct them. Remember, it is your job to focus 
on the fun and help them learn new skills, not pressure them to win.  

 
Nurturing lifelong horseshoe pitchers can be a rewarding journey that starts with a solid foundation child-
hood. By every member providing a variety of experiences, emphasizing the fun, and being supportive role 
models, we can encourage them to stick with horseshoes for the long term. The ultimate goal is not just to 
produce elite pitchers but to instill a love for the sport that will stay with them throughout their life. So, 
whether they become a world champion or simply enjoy playing, the values and skills they learn along the 
way will benefit them in countless ways.  
 

mailto:donaldsorenson71@gmail.com
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Treat Everyone with Respect...and check out Social Media 
By Michelle Foard, Social Media Director 
 
Happy Fall everyone. I have been a busy bee setting up new Social Media pag-
es. Of course we have still have our Facebook page. National Horseshoe Pitch-
ers Association-Official Page. Keep in mind our old page National Horseshoe 
Pitchers Association (NHPA) was hacked last year. Many of you still post on 
that page. If you are a member still go to the page click on the 3 dots at the top 
right and leave the page. We are no longer in control of that page. Blaine and I 
both have tried getting that page shut down with no avail. So please post on our 
new page. The Official one. We welcome posts with all things horseshoes. You 
can post pictures, videos, tournament info and we welcome questions. The page 
is to keep you informed and also to help with any questions you have. We ask 
that you treat everyone with respect. So far I haven’t seen any issues with peo-
ple being rude. So let’s keep it that way. I know with winter approaching things 
slow down for many of you. If you do still play league post a group photo of 
your league. Also post pics of any tournaments you go to. Up here in Mn, Russ 
Girtz and I will be running tournaments every month through April so I will be posting links to Tik Tok to 
watch live tournament play on our Facebook page.  
 
Speaking of Tik Tok, I still have my page Mnhorseshoeclub, but I created a new Tik Tok page “National 
Horseshoes NHPA” on behalf of the NHPA. I finally have enough followers on the new page to go Live. I 
went live during our league play in Becker, Mn. Unfortunately with very few followers it doesn’t gain many 
viewers. So I switched to my personal account Mnhorseshoeclub and then Pin a comment directing people 
to follow my new page. It is going to be a slow process to gain a big following. I have been working with 
Barry Webster and images to use in Tik Tok videos. He has been coming up with some good things. We 
hope these videos can attract new Pitchers. I cross post all Tik Tok videos to both pages as well as 3 Face-
book pages, 2 Instagram page and our new X page. A few people share these videos. Just so you know, any 
videos or pictures I post are free to be shared elsewhere. I encourage you to share them. If you join my a 
Tik Tok Live please share the live as well. I know many are not on Tik Tok. If you are curious you can set 
up an account. If you have an account you don’t have to post videos. You can just use that account to follow 
other accounts and watch videos. If you have questions you can always reach out to me.  
 
I started a new Instagram page as well on behalf of the NHPA. “National.Horseshoe.NHPA” is the new In-
stagram page. Instagram is where you post pictures and videos only. You use hashtags # so people can just 
search a hashtag and find related posts.  So when I post a video or pictures I always use #horseshoes 
#ringers #nhpa and then depending on what the post is about I may use hashtags #friends #family or a loca-
tion.  
 
Finally I started an X page also known as the old Twitter. “NHPAHorseshoe” is the X page. I don’t have as 
much experience in X as I do the other platforms. It is similar to Instagram as in you post pictures or videos 
and use hashtags.  
 
Please follow me on any of the social media platforms. If you have questions about anything feel free to 
reach out to me. Also if you have any ideas for videos please reach out to me. I had a few people with some 
ideas and I created videos from that. Also don’t forget to share, share, share!! We can all do our part to help 
promote.  
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Download the new HSMaster today! 
By Jim Kinney, NHPA eShoe Director 
 
We have wrapped up the 2024 card year and have now entered the 2025 card year. 
With the new card year, we have a new division which was voted in at the 2024 del-
egate convention. This new division is called Elder Women.  If you are moving to 
this division, you will have to establish an average at the 20’ line.  You will not be 
able to renew online without contacting your charter membership director/secretary 
if you have been a member in the past.   
 
The HS Master program has a new revision, 1.1.237, with the Elder Women divi-
sion added to it. You will need to download this revision from the website to be able 
to have this division in your tournaments in HS Master. 
 
Everything is going good with most charters in eShoe.  We are always working with the charters and mem-
bers to make sure there are no mistakes or duplicates in membership/event tracking. 
If you have any questions about membership or eShoe information please contact me. 
 
See you on the courts.   
Jim Kinney Jr 
NHPA Secretary/Treasurer 
P.O. Box 205  
Drexel, MO  64742 
(816)738-0868 
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2024 NHPA State Champion information now 
available! 
By Mel Yockstick, The Statman 
 

The NHPA State Championship Tournaments are now completed for 
2024. I have updated the NHPA State Champions website.  
Go to Horseshoepitching.com website. Under ABOUT US. 
Click on State Championship. Three Files will pop up. 
   1-2024 State Champions by States. 
   2-2024 State Champion Title by Division. 
   3-Listing of all State Champs by their individual States. 
I Have noticed that a number of States are not reporting their final state 
championship using the new eshoes format recommended. Please convert to the new eshoe State 
Championship format. 

 
 

Please report back to me on any errors that you find (nhpamel@comcast.net). 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  HSMaster State Champions Class Designations   

Championship Men's CM    

Championship Women's CW    

Championship Elder's CE    

Championship Junior Boy's CJB    

Championship Junior Girl's CJG    

Championship Cadet Boy's CCB    

Championship Cadet Girl's CCG    

  Please use the above designation during your   

  State Tournament    
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